
From "Business Biographies” in the Farm Bureau News, Aug 10, 1933 

The Farm Bureau News was published by the Island County Farm Bureau in Oak Harbor, WA between 1920 and 1950. 

 

HARRY L. BURRIER 
 

"I've been in nearly every state of the union, but have never found a place in which I would rather live than Oak Harbor." 

This is how Harry L. Burrier, local manager for the Fox River Butter Company, describes Whidby Island's climate. Mr. and 

Mrs. Burrier and their four children have lived in Oak Harbor since early l926. 

Burrier was born in Knoxville, Tennessee in 1880. He attended school there and when 19 years old went to New York 

where he attended the New York College of Pharmacy. "Working in a drug store while going to high school was 

responsible for getting me interested in the drug business," he confessed. 

In 1904, after graduation from the College of Pharmacy, Burrier went to the southwest where he was engaged in the drug 

business in Arizona, California and other southwest states for several years. It was in Arizona that he met the girl who later 

became Mrs. Burrier They were married in 1907 and moved to Mount Vernon, Mrs. Burrier's home town, in 1911. 

Although Burrier is a licensed druggist in several states, his health did not permit him to continue in the drug business 

because the work was too confining, so he obtained a job with the Carnation Milk Company after moving to Mount Vernon. 

He worked there for 15 years and was general foreman when the Burriers moved to Whidby Island. Since coming here, 

Burrier was a Raleigh retailer for six years and has been with the Fox River Company since the first of this year. 

Burrier is a great lover of all sorts of sport, and likes particularly to fish and hunt. When in the Southwest he played on 

several baseball teams and has some crooked fingers to remember his baseball experience by. 

"While a Raleigh man I had opportunity to become acquainted in nearly every home on the Island, and found the people 

here just as hospitable as the climate," Burrier concluded, smiling. 

 



 


